
 

Spies of the Revolutionary War Lesson Plan and  Instructional 

Support Materials 

Lesson Plan: 

-The learner will begin the lesson by viewing the digital story about the tricks and techniques 

that spies used during the American Revolutionary War, and the effects that these spies had on 

the outcome of the war. 

-At the conclusion of the video students will be complete a 3-2-1 graphic organizer about spying 

during the American Revolution.  At the completion of the graphic organizer, students will share 

with a partner what they have learned.  After partner sharing the class will have a group 

discussion where volunteers will share what they have learned from the video. 

-After the discussion the students will be introduced to the digital story telling project.  Each 

student will be given a packet of the information and steps needed to take in order to complete 

the assignment.  The project should be completed in one week.   

-Assign a spy to each student from the attached list of spies during the American Revolution.  

The spy can be either American or British. (Depending on class size, some students might 

receive the same spy.)   

-The student will be given one day to conduct research about their spy’s life before the 

Revolutionary War, and their role as a spy during the war.  Students will be given a list of 

approved websites, and are to use the guided research page in their packet in order to help 

guide them in what information they should be searching for. 

-After the students have completed their research they will then be given 4-5 days to write 

their story in a storyboard format and create a digital story using Photo Story.  The story must 

be at least one and half pages (hand written), and the digital story must contain a minimum of 

10 images used.  The digital story must contain background music, and recorded audio. 

-Once digital stories are complete the students will play their videos before the class.  At the 

conclusion of the video presentation fellow students will be allowed to ask the video creator 

questions about their spy or their project. 

-The grade for the digital story project will be determined by a pre-made rubric, which is 

attached to the lesson plan.  

 

 



 

5th grade Social Studies TEKS: 

5.2B- identify the Founding Fathers and Patriot heroes, including John Adams, Samuel Adams,  

Benjamin Franklin,  Nathan Hale,  Thomas Jefferson,  the Sons of Liberty,  and George 

Washington,  and their motivations and contributions during the revolutionary period 

5.24A-  differentiate between,  locate,  and use valid primary and secondary sources such as 

computer software; interviews; biographies; oral,  print,  and visual material; documents; and 

artifacts to acquire information about the United States 

5.25A- use social studies terminology correctly 

5.25D- create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports,  graphic organizers,  

outlines,  and bibliographies 

(All TEKS were taken from the Texas Education Agency, http://www.tea.state.tx.us ) 

Technology Objectives: 

The student is expected to use creative thinking and innovative processes to construct 

knowledge and develop digital products.  

The student is expected to use a variety of appropriate electronic search strategies such as 

using keywords, to collect and organize acquired information from a variety of formats 

including text, audio, video, and graphics, and to validate and evaluate the relevance and 

appropriateness of information. 

The student is expected to evaluate student-created products through self and peer review for 

relevance to the assignment or task. 

(All technology objectives were taken and modified from the Texas Education Agency, http://www.tea.state.tx.us ) 

Classroom Activities: 

-Teacher led discussion over the techniques used by the spies during the Revolutionary War, 

and the impact these spies had on the outcome of the war. 

-Student conducts research, and creates a digital story independently 

Definitions: 

Agent:  a spy under the control of an intelligence officer 

Cipher:  a way to make a message secret by changing on letter for another 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/


 

Double agent:  an agent who works for one side while at the same time secretly working for the 

other side 

Mole:  an agent who operates inside the enemy’s government, military organizations, or 

intelligence service 

Additional Readings or Websites to Explore: 

   -Resources for Revolutionary Spies: 

       George Washington, Spymaster by Thomas B. Allen 

       http://www.surveillance-video.com/revolution-march-2009.html 

       http://www.ushistory.org/valleyforge/history/spies.html 

      http://www2.si.umich.edu/spies/index-gallery.html 

      http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/summer04/spies.cfm 

 

External Media (podcasts, videos, interviews, etc) 

     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juXDboNihgQ 

     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnU8RW_2gLo&feature=related 

     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrPOUrdSrbk&feature=related   (Example of a digital      
    story about a spy from the American Revolution.  Could be shown to students as an example   
    of what a biographical digital story looks like.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.surveillance-video.com/revolution-march-2009.html
http://www.ushistory.org/valleyforge/history/spies.html
http://www2.si.umich.edu/spies/index-gallery.html
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/summer04/spies.cfm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juXDboNihgQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnU8RW_2gLo&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrPOUrdSrbk&feature=related


 

List of Revolutionary Spies 

American      British 

      George Washington          Benedict Arnold 

       Benjamin Franklin        Benjamin Thompson 

           Nathan Hale              John Andre 

     Benjamin Tallmadge          William Franklin 

           Austin Roe              “Miss Jenny” 

       Robert Townsend          Peggy Shippen (or Peggy Arnold) 

       Benjamin Church 

           James Armistead Lafayette 

             Ann Bates 

           Anna Strong 

         Lydia Darragh 

        Haym Salomon 

         Sons of Liberty 

        Culper Spy Ring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Name:          Project due: 
Period: 

3-2-1: Revolutionary Spies 

3 Things I Learned: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

2 Things That Amazed Me: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

1 Way I Can Use This Information: 

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Name:          Project due: 
Period: 

Revolutionary Spy Digital Story Project 

You will research and create a short biography about a spy from the American Revolution.  This 

biography will not be a traditional report; instead your biography will be presented as a digital 

story.  Your digital story will need to contain a short biography of your spy, relevant images, 

background music, and recorded narration of the story.   

The first step to creating your digital story will be to conduct research about your spy.  The 

following information about your spy is required for your digital story:  your spy’s life before the 

American Revolution, the role your spy played during the American Revolution, and the impact 

your spy had on the outcome of the war.  Below are some questions to help guide you in your 

research of your spy.  Be aware that you might not be able to answer all of the questions listed 

below.  Answer the questions that you can. 

 

Use the websites listed below to aid you in your research: 

- http://www2.si.umich.edu/spies/people.html 

-http://aphdigital.org/projects/culperspyring/biographies 

-https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/6-12th-grade/operation-history/revolutionary-war.html 

- http://www.revolutionary-war.net/revolutionary-war-spies.html 

- http://www.surveillance-video.com/revolution-march-2009.html 

- http://www.revolutionarywararchives.org/salomon.html   (just for Haym Salomon) 

- http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h635.html   (for the Sons of Liberty) 

- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peggy_Shippen   (Wikipedia isn’t always the best source of 

information, but for the purpose of this assignment, it will be ok.) 

 

 

 

 

http://www2.si.umich.edu/spies/people.html
http://aphdigital.org/projects/culperspyring/biographies
https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/6-12th-grade/operation-history/revolutionary-war.html
http://www.revolutionary-war.net/revolutionary-war-spies.html
http://www.surveillance-video.com/revolution-march-2009.html
http://www.revolutionarywararchives.org/salomon.html
http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h635.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peggy_Shippen


 

Research 

Name of spy: 

Which country did they spy for?: 

 

Life Before the Revolutionary War 

-date of birth: 

 

-hometown: 

 

-age at time of the war: 

 

-married?  If so, to whom and do they have any children: 

 

-job before the war: 

 

Role the Spy Played During the Revolutionary War 

-What was your spy’s role during the American Revolution?:  

 

 

-What tricks or techniques did your spy use?: 

 

 

 

 



 

-Retell a story of an event in which your spy was involved.: 

 

 

 

 

 

Spy’s Impact on the American Revolution 

-In your opinion, what impact did your spy have on the American Revolution?: 

 

 

 

-Speculate how the war would have been different if your spy had never existed?: 

 

 

 

 

-What evidence do you have to support your opinion?: 

 

 

 

 

Websites Used: 

 

 



 

Writing the Biography 

After you have conducted all of your research, you will need to write your biography of your 

spy.  Please follow the following steps for writing your biography: 

1. Use the template below to write a rough draft of your biography.  Your rough draft 

should be one page hand written.   

2. After writing your rough draft, read through it and correct any grammatical or spelling 

errors you might see.  When you have finished correcting your draft, have a fellow 

classmate read, and make suggested corrections to your story.  Be sure to make any 

necessary revisions, and make sure the story is grammatically correct, and has a nice 

flow. 

3. Write a final copy of your story on a new piece of notebook paper. 

 

 

Paragraph One:   
Write about your spy’s life before the American Revolution: birthday, hometown, family, jobs, 
etc.  (3 sentence minimum.) 
 
 
Paragraph Two:   
Write about your spy’s role in the American Revolution.  What did they do to help spy for the 
Americans, or British?  What tricks and techniques did your spy use?  Retell the story of an 
event in which your spy was involved. (6 sentence minimum.) 

 

Paragraph 3:   
Write about the impact your spy had on the American Revolution, and how the war would be 
different if your spy had never existed.   You need to include evidence to support your opinion. 
(4 sentence minimum.) 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Creating the Storyboard 

Now that you have your biography is written, you will need to create a storyboard for your 

digital story.  A storyboard is an outline for your story that contains images (or ideas for 

images) and your narration for the digital story.  The storyboard will help you figure out what 

kinds of images and how many images you will want to use in your story.  Use the storyboard 

template below to help you plan your storyboard.   

You will be required to have at least 10 images in your digital story.  You may have more if you 

like. 

Image Description Narration 

#1  

#2  

#3  



 

#4  

#5  

#6  

#7  

#8  



 

#9  

#10  

#11 (if needed)  

#12 (if needed)  

#13 (if needed)  

 



 

Creating Your Digital Story 

Now that your storyboard is complete you are ready to create your digital story.  Your digital 

story needs to have the following five components: 

1. Title slide:  Should include the name of your spy, your name, and your class period. 

2. At least 10 large (at least 750x750), high-quality, relevant images. 

3. Audio narration of your biography. 

4. Relevant background music.  This music can be imported from another source, or 

can be selected from the stock music that Photo Story provides. 

5. Bibliography slide which states the websites you used while conducting your 

research. 

 

Helpful Tips: 

-Choose images that match what you are trying to say.    

-Remember that while you are creating your digital story you need to save, and save often! 

-Once your digital story is complete you will need to save it as a .wmv file.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Grading Rubric for Digital Story 

Category 4 3 2 1 

Purpose Purpose of the story is 
established early and 

has a maintained focus 
throughout the story. 

Purpose of the story is 
established early and has 

a maintained focus for 
most of the story. 

Purpose of the story is 
mostly clear, with a few 
gaps in focus throughout 

the story. 

Purpose of the story is 
unrecognizable 

throughout the story. 

Details The story is told with an 
appropriate amount of 
details.  The story does 

not run too long or 
short. 

The story is told with 
enough detail, but some 

sections of the story 
drags from time to time. 

The story needs more or 
less details to prevent it 
from being too long or 

too short in one or more 
sections. 

The story has too much 
detail, or not enough 

detail to be an engaging 
story. 

Images Images are clear, and 
relevant to the topic of 
the story, and add to 

the overall tone of the 
story. 

Most of the images are 
clear and relevant to the 

topic of the story, and 
add to the overall tone 

of the story. 

Only some of the images 
are clear and relevant to 

the topic of the story, 
and does not add much 

to the overall tone of the 
story. 

Images used are not 
clear, or relevant, and 

distract from the overall 
tone of the story. 

Soundtrack The soundtrack is easy 
to comprehend, 

matches the storyline, 
and adds to the tone of 

the story. 

The soundtrack is 
somewhat easy to 

comprehend, mostly 
matches the storyline, 
and mostly adds to the 

tone of the story. 

The soundtrack is 
uneven (too loud or 

soft), somewhat matches 
the storyline, and does 
little to add to the tone 

of story. 

The soundtrack is 
distracting, does not 

match the storyline, and 
does not add to the tone 

of the story. 

Grammar Grammar and use of 
words were correct, 
clear, and added to 

the style of the story. 

Grammar and use of 
words were mostly 
correct, clear, and 

errors in the dialect 
did not distract the 

audience. 

Grammar and use of 
words was typically 

correct, however the 
errors in dialect were 

distracting to the 
audience. 

Numerous grammar 
and word use errors, 

and distracted the 
audience from the 

purpose of the story. 

 

Grade: ____________ 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

Grade Scale 

18-20 points = A 

16-17 points = B 

15 points = C 

14 points = D 

0-13 points = F 

 


