
Slavery Quotes 
 

 
• “Has anything ever threatened the existence of this Union save and except this very institution of 

slavery? What is it that we hold most dear amongst us? Our own liberty and prosperity. What 
has ever threatened our liberty and prosperity, save and except this institution of slavery? If this 
is true, how do you propose to improve the condition of things by enlarging slavery—by 
spreading it out and making it bigger? You may have a cancer upon your person, and not be able 
to cut it out, lest you bleed to death; but surely it is no way to cure it, to engraft it and spread it 
over your whole body.” 

 
October 15, 1858 

  
 
• “Nothing in the Constitution or laws of any State can destroy a right distinctly and expressly 

affirmed in the Constitution of the United States. Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger Tanney 
says that the right of property in a slave is distinctly and expressly affirmed in the Constitution of 
the United States. Therefore, nothing in the Constitution or laws of any State can destroy the 
right of property in a slave.” 

 
October 7, 1858 

 
 

• “The signers of the Declaration of Independence meant to set up a standard maxim for free 
society, which should be familiar to all, and revered by all; constantly looked to, constantly 
labored for, and even though never perfectly attained, constantly approximated, and thereby 
constantly spreading and deepening its influence, and augmenting the happiness and value of life 
to all people of all colors everywhere.” 
 
 
June 26, 1857 (Dred Scott Decision) 

 
• “I will say that I am not, nor ever have been in favor of bringing about in any way the social and 

political equality of the white and black races, that I am not, not ever have been, in favor of 
making voters or jurors of Negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, nor to intermarry with 
white people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical difference between the 
white and black races which I believe will forever forbid the two races from living together on 
terms of social and political equality. And inasmuch as they can not so live, while they do remain 
together there must be the position of superior and inferior, and I as much as any other man am 
in favor of having the superior position assigned to the white race.” 
 
 
September 18, 1858 


