
“Do you teach history as argument? Are your students engaged in analyzing primary 

sources and comparing secondary accounts? Do your students conduct research?  If so, 

and I imagine many of you are nodding yes, then much of these standards’ content will 

be familiar to you. Consider that the primary genre of writing that secondary students 

should master is “arguments focused on discipline-specific content.” Twelfth graders 

should be able to “introduce precise, knowledgeable claims,” distinguish them from 

counterclaims, and supply “data and evidence” for each while indicating its “strengths 

and limitations.” Likewise, sixth graders should write arguments, and be able to introduce 

a claim and support it with “accurate data and evidence.”” ("Teaching History.org, home 

of the National History Education Clearinghouse") 

 

“the Common Core Standards emphasize analyzing, evaluating, and then critically 

writing about a historical piece by using evidence and information gleaned from the text. 

This kind of deep analysis, and eventual deep understanding, of primary material is the 

culmination of a well-taught, process-oriented series of lessons or units. A great deal of 

time must be devoted to teaching students how to investigate and analyze a historical text 

before most can do it successfully on an independent level.” (Bailey) 

 

“For the past few weeks, I have been reflecting upon my past lessons and adapting them 

to the Common Core Standards for History/Social Studies. It has been a great exercise 

and has allowed me to reexamine the purpose of my activities (and made enhancements 

for next year).” ("Helping Students Meet the Reading Common Core State Standards in 

History/Social Studies and the Sciences | Education Northwest") 



 

“Questions this webinar will address include:  Why are there common core standards for 

literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects? What do teachers need 

to know about these standards? Which teachers should be using these standards? What 

are some ways teachers and schools can ensure that students will meet the standards?” 

("Helping Students Meet the Reading Common Core State Standards in History/Social 

Studies and the Sciences | Education Northwest") 

 

“Turn your students into historians with primary-source based activities that develop 

historical thinking skills. Activities are ready to use in your classroom. Or alter an 

existing activity to fit your unique needs. Exchange primary source documents and 

modify activity instructions. Log in to borrow from an even larger selection from fellow 

educators.” ("The National Archives Experience: DocsTeach") 

 

“” (Lesh) 
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