
Core Standards for Grade 8

1.1 The student will recognize and evaluate significant choices made by individuals, 
communities, states and nations that have impacted our lives and futures.

1.2 The student will analyze the context under which choices are made and draw 
conclusions about the motivations and goals of the decision makers.

1.3 The student will investigate an example of causes and consequences of particular 
choices and connect those choices with contemporary issues.

1.4 The student will use his/her understanding of choices and consequences to construct a
 decision making model.

[Indicators: 8.1.3, 8.1.4, 8.2.6]

2.1    The student will recognize and evaluate the rights and responsibilities of people
   living in societies.

2.2 The student will analyze the context under which these rights and 
responsibilities are defined and demonstrated, their various interpretations, 
and draw conclusions about those interpretations.

2.3 The student will investigate specific rights and responsibilities of individuals 
and connect those rights and responsibilities with contemporary issues

2.4 The student will use his/her knowledge of rights and responsibilities to address 
contemporary human rights issues.

[Indicators: 8.1.3, 8.1.4, 8.2.6]

3.1 The student will recognize and evaluate significant beliefs and ideas of the 
many diverse peoples and groups and their impact on individuals, 
communities, states and nations.

GRADE 8

Core Standard      Choices have consequences1

Core Standard      Individuals have rights and responsibilities2

Core Standard       Society is shaped by beliefs, ideas and diversity3



3.2 The student will draw conclusions about these beliefs and ideas analyzing the 
origins and context under which these competing ideals were reached and the 
multiple perspectives from which they come.

3.3 The student will investigate specific beliefs, ideas, and/or diverse populations 
and connect those beliefs, ideas and/or diversity to contemporary issues.

3.4 The student will use his/her understandings of beliefs, ideas and diversity to 
justify or redefine personal, community, state, national and international 
ideals.

[Indicators: 8.1.3, 8.1.4, 8.2.6]

4.1 The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time and its 
impact on individuals, institutions, communities, states and nations.

4.2 The student will analyze the context of continuity and change and the vehicles 
of reform drawing conclusions about past change and potential future change.

4.3    The student will investigate an example of continuity and/or change and
   connect that continuity and/or change to contemporary issues.

4.4    The student will use his/her knowledge of continuity and change to construct a
   model for contemporary reform.

[Indicators: 8.1.3, 8.1.4, 8.2.6]

5.1 The student will recognize and evaluate the dynamic relationships that impact lives, in 
communities, states, and nations.

5.2 The student will analyze the context of these relationships and draw conclusions about a
 contemporary world.

5.3 The student will investigate the relationship among people, places, and/or the 
environment and connect those relationships to contemporary issues

5.4 The student will use his/her knowledge of these dynamic relationships to create a 
personal, community, state or national narrative.

[Indicators: 8.4.3, 8.2.1, 8.5.1, 8.5.2, 8.5.3, 8.5.4]

Core Standard       The relationships among people, places and
      environment are dynamic5

Core Standard       Societies experience continuity and change over
      time4



Standards 8.1

Students analyze the 
political principles 
underlying the U.S. 
Constitution and 
compare the 
enumerated and implied 
powers of the federal 
government.

Standard 8.2

Students analyze the 
aspirations and ideals of 
the people of the new 
nation.

Standard 8.3

Students analyze U.S. 
foreign policy in the 
early Republic.

Standard 8.4

Students analyze the 
early and steady 
attempts to abolish 
slavery and to realize 
the ideals of the 
Declaration of 
Independence.

Grade 8
United States History:
Expansion and Conflict

The eighth-grade course of study begins with a 
review of the major ideas, issues, and events of 

the founding of the nation and Constitutional Period. Students 
will then concentrate on the critical events people and issues of the 
period from 1800 to 1900—including expansion, sectionalism, the 
Civil War, Reconstruction, Populism and Imperialism.

Connecting with Past Learning

This unit begins with an in-depth examination of the major events 
and ideas leading to the American War for Independence. 
Readings from the Declaration of Independence should be used to 
discuss these questions: What are “natural rights” and “natural 
law”? What did Jefferson mean when he wrote that “all men are 
created equal” and “endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights”? Students should also review the decisions 
made during the Constitutional Convention and their impact on 
the new nation.

Launching the Ship of State

In this unit students consider the enormous tasks that faced the 
new nation and its leaders through this difficult period; for 
example, Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Hamilton, and the 
Adamses. The new nation had to demonstrate that its government 
would work, and in 1812 it had to fight a war to prove its 
sovereignty. Students should discuss the belief of the nation’s 
founders that the survival of a democratic society depends on an 
educated people. Students should analyze the connection between 
education and democracy symbolized in the Northwest Ordinance 
and in Jefferson’ dictum, “If a nation expects to be ignorant and 
free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never 
will be.” Attention should be paid to the types of education 
received in church schools, dame schools, and at home.

Students also should examine the daily life of ordinary people in 
the new nation, including farmers, merchants, and traders; 
women; blacks, both slave and free; and American Indians. 
Reading excerpts from works by James Fenimore Cooper and 
Washington Irving will help bring this period alive.

Toward a More Perfect Union: 1850–1879

In this unit students concentrate on the causes and consequences 
of the Civil War. They should discover how the issue of slavery 
eventually became too divisive to ignore or tolerate.



They should understand the significance of such events as the 
Wilmot Proviso, the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act, the Ostend Manifesto, the Dred Scott case, and the Lincoln-
Douglas debates. Students should understand the basic challenge 
to the Constitution and the Union posed by the secession of the 
southern states and the doctrine of nullification. The war itself 
should be studied closely, both the critical battle- field campaigns 
and the human meaning of the war in the lives of soldiers, free 
blacks, slaves, women, and others. Special attention should be 
paid to Abraham Lincoln’s presidency, including his Gettysburg 
Address, the Emancipation Proclamation, and his inaugural 
addresses.

Connecting with Historical and Social Sciences Thinking and 
Analysis Skills

Historical and social science knowledge content is useless without 
the ability to apply it. A variety of intellectual skills are to be 
learned through, and applied to, the content standards for grades 
eight. These skills and content are to be assessed only in 
conjunction with one another. 

Connecting with Future Learnings

In 11th grade United States history, students will study the events, 
places, people, issues and themes from 1900 to the present. During 
the year certain themes will be emphasized: the expanding role of 
the federal government and federal courts; the continuing tension 
between the individual and the state and between minority rights 
and majority power; the emergence of a modern corporate 
economy; the change in the ethnic composition of American 
society; the movements toward equal rights for racial minorities 
and women; and the role of the United States as a major world 
power. In each unit students will examine American culture, 
including religion, literature, art, drama, architecture, education, 
and the mass media.

Standard 8.5

Students analyze the 
multiple causes, key 
events, and complex 
consequences of the 
Civil War.

8.6 

In addition to the 
eighth grade indicators, 
students demonstrate a 
variety of reasoning, 
reflection, and research 
skills. 



Grade 8
United States History: Expansion and Conflict

8.1  -  Students analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and 
compare the enumerated and implied powers of the federal government.

1. Discuss the significance of the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, and the 
Mayflower Compact. 

2. Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution and the success of 
each in implementing the ideals of the Declaration of Independence. 

3. Evaluate the major debates that occurred during the development of the 
Constitution and their ultimate resolutions in such areas as shared power among 
institutions, divided state-federal power, slavery, the rights of individuals and 
states (later addressed by the addition of the Bill of Rights), and the status of 
American Indian nations under the commerce clause. 

4. Describe the political philosophy underpinning the Constitution as specified in 
the Federalist Papers (authored by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John 
Jay) and the role of such leaders as Madison, George Washington, Roger 
Sherman, Gouverneur Morris, and James Wilson in the writing and ratification of 
the Constitution. 

5. Enumerate the powers of government set forth in the Constitution and the 
fundamental liberties ensured by the Bill of Rights. 

6. Describe the principles of federalism, dual sovereignty, separation of powers, 
checks and balances, the nature and purpose of majority rule, and the ways in 
which the American idea of constitutionalism preserves individual rights. 

8.2  -  Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation. 

1. Describe the country’s physical landscapes, political divisions, and territorial 
expansion during the terms of the first four presidents. 

2. Explain the policy significance of famous speeches (e.g., Washington’s Farewell 
Address, Jefferson’s 1801 Inaugural Address, John Q. Adams’s Fourth of July 
1821 Address). 

3. Analyze the rise of capitalism and the economic problems and conflicts that 
accompanied it (e.g., Jackson’s opposition to the National Bank; early decisions 



of the U.S. Supreme Court that reinforced the sanctity of contracts and a capitalist 
economic system of law).

4. Discuss daily life, including traditions in art, music, and literature, of early 
national America (e.g., through writings by Washington Irving, James Fenimore 
Cooper).

8.3  -  Students analyze U.S. foreign policy in the early Republic.

1. Understand the political and economic causes and consequences of the War of 
1812 and know the major battles, leaders, and events that led to a final peace. 

2. Know the changing boundaries of the United States and describe the 
relationships the country had with its neighbors (current Mexico and Canada) 
and Europe, including the influence of the Monroe Doc- trine, and how those 
relationships influenced westward expansion and the Mexican-American War. 

3. Outline the major treaties with American Indian nations during the 
administrations of the first four presidents and the varying outcomes of those 
treaties. 

8.4  -  Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and to realize 
the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

1. Describe the leaders of the movement (e.g., John Quincy Adams and his 
proposed constitutional amendment, John Brown and the armed resistance, 
Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad, Benjamin Franklin, Theodore 
Weld, William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass). 

2. Discuss the abolition of slavery in early state constitutions. 

3. Describe the significance of the Northwest Ordinance in education 
and in the banning of slavery in new states north of the Ohio River. 

4. Discuss the importance of the slavery issue as raised by the annexation 
of Texas and California’s admission to the union as a free state under 
the Compromise of 1850. 

5. Analyze the significance of the States’ Rights Doctrine, the Missouri 
Compromise (1820), the Wilmot Proviso (1846), the Compromise of 1850, Henry 
Clay’s role in the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850, the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision (1857), and the 
Lincoln-Douglas debates (1858). 



6. Describe the lives of free blacks and the laws that limited their freedom and 
economic opportunities. 

8.5  -  Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of 
the Civil War.

1. Compare the conflicting interpretations of state and federal authority as 
emphasized in the speeches and writings of statesmen such as Daniel Webster 
and John C. Calhoun. 

2. Trace the boundaries constituting the North and the South, the geographical 
differences between the two regions, and the differences between agrarians and 
industrialists. 

3. Identify the constitutional issues posed by the doctrine of nullification and 
secession and the earliest origins of that doctrine. 

4. Discuss Abraham Lincoln’s presidency and his significant writings and 
speeches and their relationship to the Declaration of Independence, such as his 
“House Divided” speech (1858), Gettysburg Address (1863), Emancipation 
Proclamation (1863), and inaugural addresses (1861 and 1865).

5. Study the views and lives of leaders (e.g., Ulysses S. Grant, Jefferson Davis, 
Robert E. Lee) and soldiers on both sides of the war, including those of black 
soldiers and regiments. 

6. Describe critical developments and events in the war, including the major 
battles, geographical advantages and obstacles, technological advances, and 
General Lee’s surrender at Appomattox. 

7. Explain how the war affected combatants, civilians, the physical environment, 
and future warfare. 

8.6  -  Historical and Social Sciences Thinking & Analysis Skills

In addition to the eighth grade indicators, students must demonstrate the following reasoning, 
reflection, and research skills:

Chronological and Spatial Thinking

1. Students explain how major events are related to one another in time.

2.  Students construct various timelines of key events, people, and periods.



  3.  Students use a variety of maps and documents to identify physical and 
cultural features and to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and 
disintegration of empires, and the growth of economic systems. 

Research, Evidence, and Point of View

 1. Students frame questions that can be answered by historical study and
 research.

 2. Students distinguish fact from opinion in historical narratives and stories.

  3. Students distinguish relevant from irrelevant information, essential from 
incidental information, and verifiable from unverifiable information in 
historical narratives and stories. 

  4. Students assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources and draw 
sound conclusions from them. 

  5. Students detect the different historical points of view on historical events 
and determine the context in which the historical statements were made. 

Historical Interpretation

  1. Students explain the central issues and problems from the past, placing people 
and events in a matrix of time and place. 

  2. Students understand and distinguish cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in 
historical events, including the long- and short-term causal relations. 

  3. Students explain the sources of historical continuity and how the combination 
of ideas and events explains the emergence of new patterns. 

 4. Students recognize the role of chance, oversight, and error in history.

  5. Students recognize that interpretations of history are subject to change as 
new information is uncovered. 

  6. Students interpret basic indicators of economic performance and conduct 
cost-benefit analyses of economic and political issues. 


